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August 30, 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian,  

 

Richmond Community Schools, in compliance with Michigan Enrolled House Bill 5482, also known as the 
“Save our Students Act”, has arranged to have the National (800-273-8255) suicide prevention lifeline 
numbers printed on the back of our students’ ID Badges.  These numbers are available 24 hours a day and 
7 days a week. The lifeline is staffed by paid and trained volunteer crisis counselors who can assist when 
you or someone you care about is in crisis. While these are called a suicide prevention lifelines, please 
note they are also crisis intervention lines. The trained individuals who answer these lines can help one 
process the overwhelming nature of a crisis—including a suicide crisis. Calls are confidential, however, if 
they need to take life-saving measures, they can do so.  
 
Further, if your son or daughter is worried about a friend's potential for suicide, the people answering the 
line can reach out to that friend by calling.  We ask you to have a conversation with your child/teen about 
the importance of helping a friend who may be thinking about ending his/her life. The numbers printed 
on the back of the ID Badges may be saved in their cell phone contacts so that in the moment of a crisis, 
it is easily accessible. 
   
Suicide is the second leading cause of death for our students and is preventable. Working together, 
schools and parents can help our students understand there is help in coping with the problems and 
pressures that may overwhelm them.  The crisis line can provide means for understanding distressing 
feelings and help students to consider ways to cope in a healthy manner.   

 

Here at Richmond Community Schools, we take the health and safety of all our students very seriously. 
Putting this number on the back of the ID cards is only one step in what we currently do to help ensure 
our students are as safe and ready to learn as possible.   

 

We encourage you to reach out to us if you have any questions, concerns, or information about your 
student(s) or another student that we may be able to help you with.  
 
Sincerely,  
Brian J. Walmsley Ed.S.  
Superintendent 


